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President’s Letter 

                                                                            

Happy New Year to our membership!  

 

Who would have thought we would go from a  

killing freeze in December to "summer" in  

January. At least the warmer weather is making 

for some good flying and activity at the Airpark has been strong. Add to 
that, we were able to secure our latest fuel purchase at a low point for 

100LL price with the pump now set at $4.93 a gallon. Enjoy this price 

while you can as prices have started inching back up these past few weeks.  

 

Thanks to Pat Hall and others, we have finally secured a mowing contractor so we should be in 

good shape to tackle the spring growth when it finally comes. In addition, we are doing some  

remedial work on the sprinkler systems during the downtime to also be ready come spring/summer 
of 2023. If you have any questions on grounds or facility maintenance, please pass these on to Pat 

Hall or to concerns@3R9.org. 

 

On the social side, we are in a bit of a winter pause but planning is underway for resumption of  

activities in the spring and even some discussion on a potential date for a flyout trip for a group to 

visit the World War ll Museum in New Orleans. If you have not been to this Museum, it is a must 
see and well worth the effort. More to follow on potential dates and plans.  

 

Latest update with the City. It seems we remain under the microscope with the City of Lakeway 

Mayor. On December 15th, we had a helicopter land at night due to a low fuel warning that he  

experienced on his panel. As he was over our airpark on his way to Lago Vista, he prudently decid-
ed to land here, instead of risking life and machine to try and make the Lago Vista airport. Once we 

understood the situation, he was assured that it was appropriate to land in an emergency and was 
even given a car by one of our members to drive on to Lago and returned the next day to retrieve 

the helicopter. I personally spoke with the Lakeway police officer that was dispatched to investigate 
and he was satisfied with the emergency explanation. However, we soon received an email from the 
Mayor asking why we had a night landing. I explained the situation to the Mayor in writing and 

advised the Airpark stands by our position of safety first with emergency situations being exempt 
from our night landing prohibition. I truly wonder if the Mayor follows up with every one that gets 

a traffic ticket in Lakeway??  

 

5th and 6th hangar update: The SUP has been secured by the developer, as well as a permit to start 
the site work. We have negotiated the terms of the lease with the developer and this document is 

now with our legal counsel to be sure we are well coved in our liabilities and desires as to operation-
al control.  I will continue to provide updates as the project goes forward.  

 

 

Best to all,  

Phil  

 

Lakeway Airpark Inc. 

115 Flying Scot 

Lakeway, TX 78734 

www.3R9.org 
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Safety Minute from Bill Gunn 

 

Sincere Apologies to Louis Carroll 

 

12 /2022 

 

The walrus and the carpenter were walking across the ramp 

The tarmac was shiny and black and very very damp 

And this was odd, you see  

as there was no moisture on the ramp 

 

“Have you ever thought of flying?” ask the walrus of the carpenter 

“Not I, not I, not ever at all” was the thunderous reply 

 

“I will fly around the world like a bird upon the breeze 

I will see the sights at aerial heights as often as I please 

My wings won’t tire as I fly higher 

My carpenter friend, this is my heart’s desire!” 

 

“You will surely perish! Only birds can fly!” said the carpenter to the walrus 

“Know your station, you live in the sea! How silly it would be 

To see a flying walrus floating on the breeze!” 

 

“Ah! You raise a point, how silly indeed! 

To think that lowly I 

Could soar above the clouds! 

And yet, and yet, my heart says Yes! 

To learn to fly, to soar as high, as high as high can be” 

 

“So I will apply myself 

To the task so I can be 

The very best flying walrus 

The world will ever see!” 

 

“You are a fool! You will surely die!” Was the carpenter’s reply 

“Who told ever told you flying 

Was something you could do?” 

 

“No one ever told me” the walrus mused out loud 

“It is in my soul, I just know 

Despite the very obstacles 

I have to give it a go” 
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“So wish me well and do not dwell 

On that you cannot see 

But think about impossible things 

That just might come to be!” 

 

“I will think about this carefully” was the carpenter’s reply 

“But still I think the risk is great 

And you might not at all succeed” 

 

Well, I will try, I must, you see” was the walrus’ reply 

 

The walrus and the carpenter 

Walked arm in arm 

Across the shiny ramp 

And this was very odd, you see 

As the walrus has no arms at all 

On December 3, Luke had his birthday party at the Airpark. We are always happy when young people come 
to share special occasions with us. Happy 5th Birthday from the Lakeway Airpark Luke! Great to meet you 
and your family. Thanks to Mr. Cooper for bringing his Skylane over. And bonus: there was a special Texan 
with us today: A beautiful North American T-6 “Texan”. 
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Happy 3rd Birthday to Kash! The kids enjoyed sitting in Tommy Harper’s beautiful Piper plane 
and getting the most out of the bouncy house. We loved welcoming mom Haley and husband Bob-

by’s son and his friends and family on such a gorgeous day at the Airpark!  

On December 8, Lakeway Airpark welcomed the Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce Leader-
ship group today for a “Hangar Luncheon” and what a great group of business owners and lead-

ers! Presentations on aviation’s positive economic impact in Texas and the Airparks benefits to 
local businesses (tourism, business trips, hotels, golf, resort, meals, etc). Very well received and 

great questions! 3R9 ❤️  Lakeway, Bee Cave and Spicewood small businesses! Phil, Scott, my-
self and the Airpark thank you for your support! 



Lakeway Airpark Board Members 

Next regular BOD meeting is Sat, Feb 11. Café Lago 7:30; workday 8:30; meeting 9:30 

Send me any photos and articles 

of you and your airplane. I can 
always use inspiration. 

 

 

I hope you enjoy this issue!  

 

Jean Thompson     

jeanthompson105@yahoo.com  

512.413.9262 

Join our Airpark community! To learn more about the Lakeway Airpark,  

call any of the board members listed below. 
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Phil Thompson, President…...512.810.4052 

Pat Hall, Vice President…..….281.814.7502 
Scott Epley, Treasurer…….….432.889.9000 

Josh Cobb, Sec/Web...…........626.590.4255 
Bill Gunn, Safety …...…...……512.653.9078 

Erik Mulloy……………..……..512.217.6300 
Mike Torbett…..………….…...737.218.2488 

From the desk of a CFI -  Bill Cotton 

 

Collision Avoidance 

 

The recent CAF midair collision at Dallas serves as a grim reminder of the importance of being aware 
of your surroundings while flying. Whether VFR or IFR, the pilot is responsible to see and avoid oth-
er aircraft while in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). For many reasons, that is not always easy 

to do, but there are things that can greatly help the process. TCAS I systems like Skywatch display 
transponder equipped aircraft and ADS-B IN receivers display aircraft with ADS-B OUT, which is 

nearly everyone now. The TCAS I shows the location and altitude of other traffic but the ADS-B IN 
also has a heading oriented traffic symbol and the N number of the aircraft is normally available in the 

data block with the target. These both provide alerting to call the pilot’s attention to a developing colli-
sion threat and show you where to look to visually locate the target. 

 

There are still some aircraft flying below 10,000 feet without transponders or ADS-B that are not visi-

ble to these systems, so while flying cross country, it is a good practice to request flight following to 
receive traffic advisories from ATC. They can even see the primary radar returns from non-

transponder equipped aircraft. They will call out nearby traffic and provide frequency handoffs to oth-
er ATC facilities all the way to your destination. Because you are VFR, route and altitude choice are 
still your own, but the extra layer of protection is most valuable. Leaving Lakeway, just call Austin 

approach on 119.0, tell them who you are and where you’re going and ask for traffic advisories. The 
extra collision safety you will receive is well worth the effort. 


