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Holy cow it is hot!  This has been a very hot and dry summer so far.  I have 
lived in Austin just about all my life and I canõt remember the last time the 

lake has been this low. The last couple of weeks I have noticed the ramp lack-
ing transient aircrafts on weekday afternoons.  It is just too hot to fly.  I say 
we all get together and do a rain dance on the tarmac. 

 

This month has flown by relatively smoothly.  I received only one noise com-
plaint this month.  After some digging, I determined it was a MU-2, a very 

noisy aircraft that needs lots of runway, and yes he paid his landing fee.  His 
climb was very shallow and fast according to the nice gentleman in The Hills 
who called me.  It just reinforces my point in last monthõs newsletter that 

most folks seem to get concerned when the sights and sounds are different 
than to what they are accustomed.  

 

In the last several years there has been a growing social network around the 
Airpark.  I hate to disrupt the fun but the increased golf cart traffic around the 
runway needs to be addressed.  In the months to come I would like to meet 

with anyone interested to formulate some policies and procedures. My main 
concern is for the safety of the general public.  We have maintained a fairly 

sterile runway environment and I would hate for the general public to see ac-
tivity, then think it is ok to use the runway for a play ground.  

 

I witnessed a great example of poor/great radio work last weekend. There 

were a group of planes coming in from the west after a breakfast run.  A tran-
sient aircraft was trying to taxi for take off on runway 16.  A twin landed and 

very appropriately used the length of the runway.  Meanwhile, a Mooney tax-
ied from the ramp to the departure end of 16 while the twin was back taxing 

to the ramp.  This is fairly common when the pattern is busy and it does help 
expedite departures.  The Mooney turned around at the end of the runway, 
throttled up and announced he was departing 16 and released the brakes.  

The only problem was that the twin had not cleared the runway.  An aircraft 
in the pattern quickly noticed the situation and announced on the radio, 

òAbort take off, there are two aircrafts on the runway.ó  This was a non-event 
as the Mooney aborted takeoff but we all learned a good lesson.  As tall as the 

twin sits, from the pilotõs vantage point, he could not see the departing air-
craft due to the concaved runway.  We have an underutilized taxiway - if you 
land long or the pattern is busy it might help with traffic flow to use it.  It 

works great for single engine planes but bigger twins that have props mounted 
outboard of the aircraft tend to kind of hang over the area were the grass 

meets the pavement.  

 

Thanks to all who make 3R9 a really great place to live. 

Jesse Beckett 

Presidentõs Letter 
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August Airpark Dinner  
will be held at the new 

Waterloo Ice House near the 

Hill Country Galleria Shops, 

August 6th at 6:30.  

Hope to see you there.  

Please RSVP é 

Terry Priestep 

Social Director 

512.963.7187 

Thanks Terry! 
 

Please send event pictures to 
kimgrgurich@yahoo.com. 

Maureen Beckett with Emery  

Mackey Beckett buckled in and 

ready to roll. 
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July 4th Celebration at Lakeway Airpark  

What an exciting event!  Weôre not sure who had more fun, the pilots, the volunteers, the parents or the 

children who took their first flight?  At any rate, the responses below will warm your soul. 

 

Erik Mulloy, what a wonderful experience!  Thank you so much, and thank all the pilots and 
volunteers who put the "free airplane rides" together.  This is something those children are going 
to remember all their lives.  Plus we, the adults, had a great time too.  Really an amazing 

event.... 
Love,  

Luanne Taylor /  726 Vanguard  / friend of Jordan and Victoria (both 9)  

 

Erik: my son and I really enjoyed this. It was awesome! We went up with Jeff  Klaas. He was 
great and really went out of  his way to make this special for my son. Let us know if  you do 

something like this again. Thanks for making all the arrangements.  
Michael Wodchis 

 

Just wanted to give a big Kudos to all the people involved in the free  plane rides ...a grand effort.. 

and I enjoyed it very much!  Hope they are able to do this again sometime...   
S. Wooten  



The Lakeway Airpark hosted a Young Eagleõs Rally to celebrate Independence Day this year.  Jean 
Thompson said it best in her article submitted to The Lake Travis View  in early July.  Read below for a 

recap of the event. 
 
Sponsored by the, EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) Young Eagles was launched in 1992 to give interested young 
people, aged 8-17, an opportunity to go flying in a general aviation airplane òThe primary motivation is that Lakeway Air-
park is a pretty valuable resource in Lakeway and itõs time to do some community outreach,ó said one of the event coordina-
tors and pilots, Erik Mulloy. 
 
These flights were offered by volunteer members of the Lakeway Airpark Association from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. and were free of 
charge. Since its inception in 1992, more than 1.3 million Young Eagles have enjoyed a flight through the program. 
òThe pilots had just as much fun doing it as the kids did riding along,ó Mulloy said. 
 
The event was the result of hours of preparation by several Lakeway residents involved in the airfield. In total, eight pilots 
came out to offer their services and planes for the day.  Phil Thompson, Terry Priestap, Jeff Klaas, Bill Kulpa, Tom Lang, 
Robert White and Horst Stratman, who brought out several types of planes, joined Mulloy. 
 
The children were given rides in a number of different airplanes that are based at the airpark, such as a Beechcraft Bonanza, 
Beechraft Debonair, North American L17 Navion, Citabria Belanca, Cessna 206, Cessna 182, Piper Cub and a motorized 
glider, just to name a few.  òIt went fabulously,ó Mulloy said. òWe did about 54 rides for kids, including their certificates. 
Overall, I think we gave about 85 rides.ó  The pilots were happy to fly some of the parents, so that the smaller children 
would also get to participate. The rides lasted for about 15-20 minutes, flying over to Mansfield Dam, down the lake to Lago 
Vista and then back to the airpark. 
 
Several of the parents said that this was the best Fourth of July their kids ever had.  òWe had a couple older kids say ôHow 

do we set up for flying lessons?õ so it definitely sparked some interest,ó he said. 
 
The pilots also took the opportunity to make the day a safety lesson for the children.  òThe local community doesnõt realize 
how often when they go out there that there are aircraft landing and taking off. We explained what the demarcation lines 
were and why they canõt cross them.ó he said. 
 
Lakeway Airpark hopes to make this a yearly event but Mulloy said that Lakeway families and their children are welcome 
to take advantage of it any time. He said he and the other pilots would be more than happy to take children up for one free 
ride on most weekends.  To learn more about the Young Eagles program, e-mail Mulloy at erik.mulloy@gmail.com. 

Jean Thompson 
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Sue Durio, Joan Preistap, Kim Grgurich at REGISTRATION Families awaiting their airplane ride 

Robert White, Erik Mulloy, Wayne Wagner,  
Guy Knolle, Jeff Klaas  
EXCITED PILOTS READY TO GIVE RIDES. 

(above) Judy Torbertt & Jean Thompson line children up for rides. Neil Oluf-
sen acts as ramp director. (left) Jean & Jeff Klaas drive children out for a ride 
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a pre-flight discussion. 


