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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Pilot In Fatal Crash 
Nearly Lost License

 Federal regulators were trying to 
suspend the pilot license of an 
Oklahoma City man who died in the 
August 3rd plane crash with five others 
in Lakeway just outside Austin. 
 Records obtained by The 
Oklahoman newspaper show Richard 
Allen Fisher had two crash landings and 
had a history of running illegal charter 
businesses. The records also point to a 
2003 flight in which passengers say 
Fisher nearly struck a Colorado moun-
tain. 
 Federal Aviation Administration  
spokesman John Clabes said the 
agency filed an order suspending 
Fisher's pilot's license for 240 days. He 
says Fisher was allowed to fly pending 
an appeal he filed. 

 Another busy month at 
the Airpark!  We have made 
some progress on the new 
Terminal Building, not as much 
as desired, but progress none the 
less.  The masonry work is finally 
completed and we are ready to 
start the roofing.  We are expecting the trusses 
any day (below cost of material) and have framers 
ready to put them up.  They are promised this 
Saturday or Monday (Sept 25th or 27th).  We also 
have metal roofing promised, at worst at cost and 
free installation, as best free with free installation.  
With luck, we should have it dried in by the mid-
dle of October.
 It seemed that we were getting back to 
normal after the accident in August - my phone 
had quit ringing and folks were getting back to the 
normal routine of enjoying the Airpark.  At about 
4pm on Thursday the 23rd, I received a call that 
a plane had gone down in the Bee Caves area.  It 
was in route from New Mexico to ABIA IFR and 
had problems.  Approach was diverting him to 
Lakeway because it was closer and he didn't make 
it.  Unfortunately our accident has been showing 
as a trailer on the news about the current acci-
dent.  Hopefully this is the end of the bad news 
for a while!
 The 5th Hangar project has been termi-
nated.  Because of legal issues the Board voted 
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AIRPLANE CRASHES 
NEAR BEE CAVE

 On Thursday afternoon, September 
23rd, a Twin Engine Cessna 421 C crashed 
near Bee Cave while in route from Angel 
Fire, New Mexico to Austin Bergstrom 
Airport.
 Apparently he experienced engine 
problems and Bergstrom approach was 
trying to divert him into Lakeway Airpark 
because it was closer.
 The airplane went down in a 
wooded area near Bee Cave and 2 people 
were killed.  1 person survived and was 
airlifted to the hospital
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 How does an 18 
year old college bound kid 
come up with enough 
money to continue the fly-
ing lessons his parents 
don`t even know he is tak-
ing?  By waiting 16 years 
to complete his training. I 
caught the flying bug early 
and dove right in by start-
ing lessons the day I 
turned 18 at Andrau 
Airpark in Houston. I had 
been hanging out at the 
airport with a friend whose 
father was the local 
Beechcraft sales rep and 
had managed a few hours 
in a Beech Skipper. I 
quickly ran out of cash, 
and since my parents 
would not have approved, I 
couldn`t ask them for any 
money. I stopped short of soloing and shelved the idea until I could afford it. Fast forward 
16 years to Carlsbad, California. My wife, Erica, and I had had just moved into a new home 
and it just happened to be three miles from Palomar Airport. Within a few days I was hang-
ing out with some new friends who were building experimental airplanes at Palomar. After a  
ride in a just completed Lancair 360, I walked down the ramp to the local flying club and 
joined up. When I came home and told Erica I was going to complete my flight training she 
promptly stated “Not without me you aren`t”.  We both gained our ticket in 1995. Anyone 
who has flown in Southern California knows how diverse the flying can be. Take off from 
Palomar and you are instantly over the Pacific. Turn downwind, and in ten minutes you are 
flying up the mountains.  Another 30 minutes and you are in the desert. We flew out 
around Catalina Island, into Palm Springs, over Lake Havasu, and this was just during our 
flight training! The highlight was a cross country into Big Bear - mountain flying at it`s fin-
est.

 I knew when Erica told me she wanted to get her license too, my chances of getting 
an airplane went up a 100 percent. We purchased our current plane at the end of 1995, a 
1974 Grumman Traveler. It only had 1200 hours on it and was in great shape. We found it 
while on vacation, in Port Townsend, WA, when on a whim, I picked up a Trade-A-Plane 
and noticed it was in the area we were staying in. The owner flew over to where we were, 
picked us up, let us fly it and a couple hours later we wrote him a deposit check. It took a 
couple months for us to get back up there to bring it home, but the flight from Anacortes, 
WA, in the San Juan Islands, down to San Diego was incredible. We started off at the 
crack of dawn scraping frost off the wings and ended up 14 hours later  landing in the dark 
at Palomar. The next long trip was the move back to Austin  in 1996. We have been based 
at Lakeway ever since. Most of our flying is done in Texas, but we routinely fly to New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Louisiana for business and pleasure. Nothing beats climbing in your 
plane at Addison Airport at 5:00pm and being home in Apache Shores at 7:00pm. Try that 
in a car or commercially! We have put over 800 hours on N5461L since 1996 and hope to 
keep up that level of flying over the next few years. With our son about to turn seven, 
quick trips down to Port Aransas for a day at the beach will be the norm for many summers 
to come.

MEET PHIL GUFTAFSON

Phil Guftafson with his wife Erica (who also has her license) 
and  their son Cody with their 1974 Grumman Traveler


