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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Pilot In Fatal Crash 
Nearly Lost License

 Federal regulators were trying to 
suspend the pilot license of an 
Oklahoma City man who died in the 
August 3rd plane crash with five others 
in Lakeway just outside Austin. 
 Records obtained by The 
Oklahoman newspaper show Richard 
Allen Fisher had two crash landings and 
had a history of running illegal charter 
businesses. The records also point to a 
2003 flight in which passengers say 
Fisher nearly struck a Colorado moun-
tain. 
 Federal Aviation Administration  
spokesman John Clabes said the 
agency filed an order suspending 
Fisher's pilot's license for 240 days. He 
says Fisher was allowed to fly pending 
an appeal he filed. 

 Another busy month at 
the Airpark!  We have made 
some progress on the new 
Terminal Building, not as much 
as desired, but progress none the 
less.  The masonry work is finally 
completed and we are ready to 
start the roofing.  We are expecting the trusses 
any day (below cost of material) and have framers 
ready to put them up.  They are promised this 
Saturday or Monday (Sept 25th or 27th).  We also 
have metal roofing promised, at worst at cost and 
free installation, as best free with free installation.  
With luck, we should have it dried in by the mid-
dle of October.
 It seemed that we were getting back to 
normal after the accident in August - my phone 
had quit ringing and folks were getting back to the 
normal routine of enjoying the Airpark.  At about 
4pm on Thursday the 23rd, I received a call that 
a plane had gone down in the Bee Caves area.  It 
was in route from New Mexico to ABIA IFR and 
had problems.  Approach was diverting him to 
Lakeway because it was closer and he didn't make 
it.  Unfortunately our accident has been showing 
as a trailer on the news about the current acci-
dent.  Hopefully this is the end of the bad news 
for a while!
 The 5th Hangar project has been termi-
nated.  Because of legal issues the Board voted 

(Continued on Page #3)

Joe Bain
Airpark President

AIRPLANE CRASHES 
NEAR BEE CAVE

 On Thursday afternoon, September 
23rd, a Twin Engine Cessna 421 C crashed 
near Bee Cave while in route from Angel 
Fire, New Mexico to Austin Bergstrom 
Airport.
 Apparently he experienced engine 
problems and Bergstrom approach was 
trying to divert him into Lakeway Airpark 
because it was closer.
 The airplane went down in a 
wooded area near Bee Cave and 2 people 
were killed.  1 person survived and was 
airlifted to the hospital
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 How does an 18 
year old college bound kid 
come up with enough 
money to continue the fly-
ing lessons his parents 
don`t even know he is tak-
ing?  By waiting 16 years 
to complete his training. I 
caught the flying bug early 
and dove right in by start-
ing lessons the day I 
turned 18 at Andrau 
Airpark in Houston. I had 
been hanging out at the 
airport with a friend whose 
father was the local 
Beechcraft sales rep and 
had managed a few hours 
in a Beech Skipper. I 
quickly ran out of cash, 
and since my parents 
would not have approved, I 
couldn`t ask them for any 
money. I stopped short of soloing and shelved the idea until I could afford it. Fast forward 
16 years to Carlsbad, California. My wife, Erica, and I had had just moved into a new home 
and it just happened to be three miles from Palomar Airport. Within a few days I was hang-
ing out with some new friends who were building experimental airplanes at Palomar. After a  
ride in a just completed Lancair 360, I walked down the ramp to the local flying club and 
joined up. When I came home and told Erica I was going to complete my flight training she 
promptly stated “Not without me you aren`t”.  We both gained our ticket in 1995. Anyone 
who has flown in Southern California knows how diverse the flying can be. Take off from 
Palomar and you are instantly over the Pacific. Turn downwind, and in ten minutes you are 
flying up the mountains.  Another 30 minutes and you are in the desert. We flew out 
around Catalina Island, into Palm Springs, over Lake Havasu, and this was just during our 
flight training! The highlight was a cross country into Big Bear - mountain flying at it`s fin-
est.

 I knew when Erica told me she wanted to get her license too, my chances of getting 
an airplane went up a 100 percent. We purchased our current plane at the end of 1995, a 
1974 Grumman Traveler. It only had 1200 hours on it and was in great shape. We found it 
while on vacation, in Port Townsend, WA, when on a whim, I picked up a Trade-A-Plane 
and noticed it was in the area we were staying in. The owner flew over to where we were, 
picked us up, let us fly it and a couple hours later we wrote him a deposit check. It took a 
couple months for us to get back up there to bring it home, but the flight from Anacortes, 
WA, in the San Juan Islands, down to San Diego was incredible. We started off at the 
crack of dawn scraping frost off the wings and ended up 14 hours later  landing in the dark 
at Palomar. The next long trip was the move back to Austin  in 1996. We have been based 
at Lakeway ever since. Most of our flying is done in Texas, but we routinely fly to New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Louisiana for business and pleasure. Nothing beats climbing in your 
plane at Addison Airport at 5:00pm and being home in Apache Shores at 7:00pm. Try that 
in a car or commercially! We have put over 800 hours on N5461L since 1996 and hope to 
keep up that level of flying over the next few years. With our son about to turn seven, 
quick trips down to Port Aransas for a day at the beach will be the norm for many summers 
to come.

MEET PHIL GUFTAFSON

Phil Guftafson with his wife Erica (who also has her license) 
and  their son Cody with their 1974 Grumman Traveler



3

LIVING ON THE RUNWAY
by Julianne DeBower

 Watching airplanes is the favorite 
pastime at the Lakeway Airpark, and some 
pilots have offices located inside or adjacent 
to their hangars so they can work and watch 
the planes at the same time. A small but vo-
cal contingent (me) suggests the offices are 
located so that the pilots can watch the 
planes and take frequent work breaks. 
 Well, anyway... a visiting airplane 
was sitting on the ramp one afternoon a 
week or two ago, waiting for its owner to 
return and reclaim it when its ELT ( 
Emergency Locator Transmitter) malfunc-
tioned and started transmitting an emer-
gency signal. 
 Joe Bain, our Airpark President, in-
vestigated, located the plane ( a brand 
new Bonanza) with the problem and tried 
to find and notify the owner. Being Joe, he 
tracked down a phone number. 
Unfortunately, there was no answer. 
 Later that same evening, Ken was 
in his office (see first paragraph above) 
when our dog, Hobo, started barking. Ken 
went out to check on Hobo and found a 
car literally bristling with antennas ( imag-
ine a vehicular porcupine) parked on our 
taxiway, its headlights beaming into our 
hangar. The vehicle had a C.A.P. ( Civil Air 
Patrol) logo on one side, and its driver and 
two companions were searching for any-
one who could help them locate the 
Bonanza's owner.
 Soon, Ken and one of the C.A.P. 
fellows were inspecting our plane ( also a 
Bonanza) to see if they could find a way to 
turn off the ELT on the visiting plane. 
  Unfortunately, the physical 
placement of the ELT antennas was dis-
similar, and the C.A.P. guys finally left 
here, unable to fix the problem, looking de-
feated. 
 Ken, always helpful, moved his 
truck so that the C.A.P. guys could use our 
driveway to head home instead of driving 
back down the runway. 
 Finally, at 10:00 that night, Joe was 
able to reach the owner by telephone, and 
he immediately came over to the ramp to 
meet Joe. Working together, the two of 
them disabled the ELT. Problem temporar-
ily solved. The owner took his bonanza 
and flew out the next day. 
 Since I haven't talked to anyone 
who actually saw it take off, I think some 
of the guys must have been taking a work 
break. 

HUSBAND/WIFE FLYING TEAMS?
 I'm finding out that we have several 
members of the airpark where both the hus-
band and the wife have their pilots license.  
I'd like to do an article showing this.  Please 
email me yakjim@aol.com if you fall into 
this category.

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
(Continued from Page #1)

not to extend the lease and this has effectively ter-
minated the project.  The current feeling is that we 
will use the area for overflow parking in the future 
and the existing hangars will be the only hangars.
 Let's work on safety!  Density altitude con-
tinues to be a hot topic!  Check it!  One of our 
members took off at gross last week in the middle 
afternoon and told me he was amazed at the lack of 
performance  We are looking forward to the installa-
tion of an ASOS at Lago Vista.  They are eligible for 
Federal and State funds and it is moving forward at 
the normal slow pace.  We will ask that a density al-
titude monitor be included and will be part of the 
recording.  Look out for deer, and always  use the 
full length of the runway.  Remember, any runway 
behind you is wasted.
 There has been a GREAT turnout at the 
monthly meetings!  The weather has been good and 
we have accomplished a lot of work.  Next work 
day I hope to install new windsocks and grease the 
stands plus install and replace some of our warning 
signs.  Maybe by then we will have a roof!
 Thanks for making our Airpark a GREAT 
Airpark!
 See you on the ramp.
                           Joe Bain

AIRPARK WORKDAY
SATURDAY - OCT 9TH

8:30 AM
FOLLOWED BY BOARD 

MEETING
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Would You Like To Form A Piper Cub Flying Group??
 

 I am seriously interested in forming a flying group that will have Piper 
 Cubs as its primary aircraft. This is a low, slow and wind in your hair flying. Depending on 
how many people are interested will depend on how many  Cubs we will own. The average 
Cub will probably cost between $30,000 and  $50,000. 
 
 My first take (but not set in stone and open for discussion) for the group is as follows: 

  1. Morning scheduling could not go past 12 noon on any one day, each person cannot 
have more than 2-3 flights scheduled at one time, and no future schedules past 30 days 
  2. Recreational use only 
  3. Flight instruction only to owner members from an approved FlightInstructor list 
 4. Flying group set up as a corporation 
 5. All stock shares of equal value 
  6. Pay cash for all airplanes 
         7. 7 members for the first airplane, 20 members for the second, and average  10-15 
members for each airplane thereafter 
  8. Hanger airplanes at a remote airport such as San Marcos, Taylor, Lockhart but 
Georgetown is to far out. 
  9. Daily management of the corporation by committees, elected officers Board of 
Directors etc. in other words limited micro management by shareholders once we have a large 
number of shareholders. 
  10. A stockholder must be in the airplane during every flight 
  11. A stockholder could let non-members fly the airplane above 1,000 feet AGL (alti-
tude open for discussion). In other words only stockholders or his/her flight instructor could 
take off or land the airplanes 
  12. If spouses want to have access to airplanes without their spouse then they must be 
a shareholder with shares held separately in their name 
  13. Minimum avionics 
 
 If you have the spare money and a serious interest get back with me by email 
 dchunn@austin.rr.com or phone at 292-9996. I will let you know about the amount of inter-
est that I find and keep you informed about possible meetings. 
 
  If you know of someone else that could be a prospect for this venture please send 
them this message and ask them to get in touch with me. 
 
                                Thanks,    Darrell Chunn 

SAGGING INDUSTRY DOESN'T DETER AVIATION STUDENTS 
 A lackluster airline industry hasn't deterred hopeful students 
from  
pursuing aviation goals at colleges and universities in the Southeast,  
according to a story in the "Atlanta Journal-Constitution." Enrollment  
in aviation programs has rebounded since September 11, 2001, at such  
schools as Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Georgia State, and  
Middle Tennessee State University. A notable change is that more stu-
dents are considering career options outside the airlines. 
 Most say the industry's troubles mean it will take them longer to 
work their way up to jobs with the major carriers.

AIRPARK WORKDAY
SATURDAY - OCT 9

8:30 AM
BOARD MEETING

IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING
WORKDAY

AIRPARK DINNER - OCT 7 - 6:30 - HILL COUNTRY PASTA
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President............(512-261-5613)..........Joe Bain
Vice President....(512-261-3313)...Jim Anderson
Secretary.....(512-261-8036)....John Reinschmidt
Treasurer......(512-402-9001)...........Eddie Carter
Maintenance.....(512-914-6682)....Robert White
Member.....(512-261-9409)...................Joe Byrd
Member......(713-223-0000)............Grant Kaiser

 Committees
Social Functions.....................Bonnie Thompson
Web Page..............................................Joe Bain
Newsletter.................................Joann Anderson
   (261-3313, Fax 261-3933, Yakjim@aol.com)

LAKEWAY AIRPARK
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

If you're faced with a forced landing, fly the 
thing as far into the crash as possisble. 

 (Bob Hoover - renowned aerobatic and test pilot)

And You Think You're 
Having A Bad Day!!

NEW AIRPARK MEMBERS
Paul & Patty Starkey - 306 Champion Dr

Tim Rabbit - 126 Blue Jay
Terry & Joan Priestap - 114 Scorpion

Ray Kilgore - 909 Porpoise

$100 HAMBURGER
Great places to fly for lunch

Cooper's Bar-B-Que
Llano, Texas ( Llano Muni. Airport - 6R9 )

Great airport. Runway/ramp in great condi-
tion. Very nice folks at the airport.  Courtesy 
car usually available.  

Civil Aerospace Medical Institute  
AVIATION MEDICAL EXAMINER 

DIRECTORY 
Check your 3r9 website under Handy Links 
to find a list of medical examiners.

TERMINAL HELP NEEDED!
 We are about $10,000 short in the 
building fund.  All you guys who have been 
holding off, dig deep in your pockets so the 
terminal can be finished.  
 $100, 200, 500, 1000 - it all adds up.  
Make your checks payable to "Lakeway FBO 
Building Fund".  You can mail your check to 
115 Flying Scot or put it in the collection box 
behind the fuel pump.
                     Terminal Coordinator
                      Bill Thompson 266-3227

AIRPARK DINNER
OCTOBER 7 - 6:30

HILL COUNTRY PASTA

AIRPARK SOCIALS
by Bonnie Thompson

OCTOBER 7, 2004
HILL COUNTRY PASTA HOUSE 

6:30 PM
 What a nice evening at Johnny Finns 
last month. We had a great group and met 
three new air park members. 
 Mark you calendars and come in 
October. Please give me a call or email to let 
me know you are coming. I need a count to 
reserve the room. Pasta house will be a little 
different from the past meetings as it will be 
a fixed price with drinks extra.                              
   Bonnie 266-3227 bonbonthom@aol.com


